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NOTICE. 


~The title of this little Book has 
been altered from Register to Pamph- 
let, 
Stamps: object, that the same work 
should be published with a stamp and 
without a stamp.---The first Number 
of Paper against Gold will be pub- 
lished next week, price 7wo Pence. 





A LETTER 


TO THE 


PEOPLE OF HAMPSHIRE. 


On the Portsdown Meeting.---Hamp- 
shire Petition.---Mr. Chute’s charge 
against the Meeting.---What does 


wild innovation mean ¢---A List of 


Innovations.--- False charges of Mr. 
Perry against Reformers.---Surren- 
der of Sinecures. ---Political Ciubs, 
and Combinations. 


London, 11th Feb. 1817. 


COUNTRYMEN,---That Petition, 
which was agreed to unanimously by 
more than thirty thousand of us, on 
Monday, on Portsdown Hill, and 
signed upon the spot, on tables placed 
in the open air, at nearly a mile from 
ahause or any other building, hav- 
ing now been, by Lord Cochrane,pre- 
sented to the House, and received by 
that House ; that Petition having now 
become a partof the Records of that 
House, it shall now be put into print. 
And, this is necessary jor several rea- 


tons, amongst whichare the following. 


here are many persons in our coun- 
'y, who were unable to be present, 
om the ‘circumstances of distance, 
ef inability to sparethe time. it 


because the Commissioners of 


is right that these persons should have 
an opportunity of ‘seeing what was 
agreed on by the Meeting. Numeé+ 
rous persons were, doubtless. made 
afraid to attend the Meeting by the 
papers, which were published and 
posted up under the name of the 
Magistrates, as well as by the calling 
out of troops and the swearing in 
of special constables!’ Goud God! 
troops and special constables to pre- 
vent a riet upon the éare down! 
Then, as the enemies of our freedom 
and the friends of all that is injurious 
tous have had the impudence, the 
unprincipled audacity, to ‘tell the 
people that the object of the Meet- 
ing was to inculcate seditious prin- 
ciples, to mislead the ignorant, to 
seduce the unsuspecting naultitude ; 
as these per.ons have chosen thus to 
speak of the acts and intentions of 
those who called the Meeting, and 
who took a leading part in it, it is 
right that all the people of.the coun- 
ty should have a fair opportunity of 
seeing what was DONE on this me- 
morable occasion, when not fewer 
than jive thousand people actually 
signed a petition in the open air, en 
the top of the loftiest down in. our 
county, and when five or six times 
that number of names would have 
been signed, if tables of a sufficient 
extent could have been provided. It 
is right that all the people in the 
county should be able to read at 
their homes that which the greater 

part of them, from distance of dwel- 
ling, and many from the power 
of threats, were unable to go to 
hear read at Portsdown. ‘There 
were some persons, who threatened 
their labourers with being turned of; 
if they attended the meeting; trades- 
men und publicans were also threaten- 
ed; und yet” such a meeting Was he- 


‘ver seen, either in Hampshire, or any 


other County, especially v ben we con- 
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19> | 
sider, that a great part of the peopte, 
who were assembled, enme from dis- 
tances between four miles and forty 
wiles, with all the toil and inconve- 
niences and cxpenses of travelling, 
und with all the risks as to weather, at 
the most inclement seasun of the year. 


The very circumstance of the place of 


the meeting was a complete est of the 
sincerity, the earnestness, the zeal. 

he public spirit of the persons who 
nk dhs: that Meeting. These are 
amongst the reasons for my embody- 
ing the Petittun in this my letter to 
(he People of my own County. Ihave 
ether reasons to state, which shall 
follow the insertion. 


L's the Honourable the Commons of the t 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
littand in Parliament Assembled. 


Lhe Petition of the people of Hamp- 
shire, in General Meeting Assem- 
Liled, on-Portsdewu Hill, on Mon- 
day the tenth day of February, 
1817, 
Humbly Sheweth, A 
That your Petitioners, fully partici- 


peting in the dreadfulsufforiugs of their | 


conutry, and yielding fo no part of His 
Majesty's subjects in their anxtety for the 
preservation of its tranquillity and the 
restoration of its happheess, beg leave to 
express their hope that they shall not 
weet with rebuke but with a kind reeep- 
tion and a patient hearme from your 
i!ouourable Mouse, whole they, at so try- 
wie and awful a season, approach your 
Liocuourable House with a respectful, 
though trank, 
their Wrongs, their instal nsions aud | 
theis Pr ayers. 

Amouyst all the Rizhts of vour Peti- 
ivners, there is none which they more 
highly value than the right of Petition, 
beocugee, if deprived. of that right, vour 
Vothioners cau see no security whatever 
Jor their property, their liberty, oe their 
Lies, and cau sae no ceasoy why veur Pe- 


Leviexr ro rae Peorte or Hampsaige. 
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tion, be objects of envy to the miserable 
inhabitants ‘of Bastiles and of the duu. 
geots of the Inquisrtion, who are uot only 
doomed to perish by the haud of tyranny, 
but who, being forbiddeu to make known 
their injuries, have not evey the poor cun- 
solution of koping, that their suferiags 
will excite the pity, and the acts of their 
oppressors the abhorrence, of the compas. 
stonate and the just part of mankind. 

$. That your Petitioners humbly sre- 
quest Icave to state to your Henourable 


| Parfiament, is the undoubted right of the 
Parliament, conmouly called the Bul ef 


the aucieut rights of the people) cuune- 
| rates, auion gst the divers odious aud tyrud- 
nical proceedings of King James the 3e- 


Petition ; aud, that it was for this, amongst 
| other causes, that be and his family were 
expelled from the couutry and throne foe 
fever by that Glorious Revolution, which 
jexalted the present Royal Family to the 
kingly office and crown in this country. 
4. That during a part of the hale wud 
pagainst France, aud during the Adimind- 
emery of the late Right Honourabe 
William Pitt, laws were passed, which, in 
fact ail realjty, took away, as far as relat- 
ed to public liberty, this invaluable right 
| for niany years; aud which, at the sawe 
| time, most fearfully diminished the hberty 
| of the press; and which also, by a suspee- 
jsion of the Hateas Curpns, or Personul 
| Safoty Act, did, im effect, place the per: 
sonal freedoni of every mau at the absobute 
disposal of the Mister and the Privy 
}Couscil, by whom any man, no master 
who or what he might be, was liable tv 
be seut to any prison iu the kingdom for 
any length of time, without kuowing tye 


|charge agaist him, without being cov 
‘fronted with his accusers, aud without 


ever being, Grst or last, arraigned befv 


fan codinnr) Judge or Jury; the eau 





wlivners sluuld, in guse of such depriva- | quence of which was, that aiany Engiist 


Llouse, that, to mect for the purpose of 
| Petitioning the King, or either Liouse of 


People of England; and that the act of 


} Rights (which act was ouly declaratory of 


cond, his having violated the right ef 
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men were so imprisoned, and thereby in- 


urred great bodily sufferiug ; 


Lo ed 


and also 


yecuniary ruin tw themselves aud their 


familfes. 


5. That the pretexts for these harsh and 
ruel laws, were, that the populous and 
owerful French nation, who had just 
hen dethroned their king; abolished all 


ittes of nobility overset their established 
jurch, and proclaimed a Republican 
vovernment, were ready with mighty 
rmies to assist, as was asserted, numerous 
ersons in this country, who had, it was 
ileged, formed designs, and both openly 
d secretly declared their wishes, to 
fect a similar revolution within this 
ingdow. 

6, Your Petitioners beg ta be permit- 
i humbly to state to your Honourable 


fouse, that, at the present time, none of | 
ese pretexts can, with truth, be said to | 


‘ist, the House of Bourbou being now 
stored, the people of France being now 
lent admirers of their Kings and Nobles 


instated in the plenitade cf power, the 
nes of the Holy Inquisition being re- 
ndled, a Holy League being formed 
ongst the Sovereigns of the Continent, 
d all the Republics of Lurope being | 
holly annikilated ; while, iv this country | 
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taxes, together with nearly eight hundred 
millions in Debt, to enable the government 
focarry on wars against the Revolutionists 
of France, were most solemnly assured by 
the persous in high authority during that 
time, that, for those sacrifices, great as 
they were acknowledged to be, your Peti- 
tioners would be amply repaid by @ peace 
which would give to your Petitioners 
lasting prosperity and happiness, “ In- 
“demuity for the past, and seeurity for 
“the future; but, alas! your Petitioners 
have found totheir grievous disappoiut- 
ment, that this indemnity consists of the 
most distressing want and most profound 
misery that naéion ever had to endure; 
aud, if your petitioners are vow to look 
for security in auother suspension (which, 
if adopted, they firmly believe, will have 
no end) of their rights, or are to be pu- 
nished for exercising those rights in order 


to obtain what they may deem the only 


effectual means of removing those mise- 


| ries aud of preventing their return, then 
id Priests, thé Holy Father being new | 


the reward of your petitioners, for twenty- 
five years of unparalleled sacrifices, must 
be unparalleled and never-ending wretch- 
eduess, degradation, and shame. 

6. That your Petitioners, therefore, 
most humbly and most earnestly hope, 





that your Honourable House will not be 


tone public speaker, not one writer, | induced to give your countenance to any 


t one Petitioner, not ove man of any 
sriptian (as your Petitioners believe), 
ocan be regarded as of sane intellect, 
‘ proposed, or even hiuted at any pro- 
i for lessening the prerogatives of the 
wu of the Privileges of the Peers, or 
making any change in the ailaivs of the 
uch, except oaly as to the latter, that 


| 
} 
r 





| measure, which shall, 


either directly or 

indirectly, tend to abridge the right of 
| petition, or any other of the rights and 
likerties of your Petitioners; but, on the 
contrary,that your Honourable House will, 
as far as you are able, afford the suffering 
people relief, and guard agaiust their ex- 
periencing such sutfering in future, by 


t Petitioners have heard of some pro- | measures of justice and of a conciliating 
ed changes originating in your Honour- ! character; and, your Petitioners humbly 
¢ House, with regard to whicb cha ges: | pray, that, with these ends in view, your 
t Petitioners presume not to atteimpt | Honourable House will be pleased to orie 


aterfere. 
. That your Petitioners, when cailed 
i tosubmit quietly aud patieatiy to the 


! 


giuate, or give your assent to, laws for 
uDulishing ali Sinecures, Pensions, and 


Grants uot fully merited by well-known 


re-mentioned long suspension of their | public services; for the reducing of al 


rest rights, and to eayene che 
ethan a thousand mi! 


¥ i 
rhaaday 


tous slerhing bi | 


| Salaries paid out of the public money, and 


also the interest om all the Annuities cox- 
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LETTER TO THE PEOPLE of HAMPSHIRE. 
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stituting the Funded Debt, so that these | the Salaries of the Judges have beep 


of the wages of labour and the protits of 
tradesmen and farmers ; for reducing the 
Standing Army ; and for making a Reform 
iu your Honourable House. 

%. That, as to Sinecures, Pensions, and 
Grants, not fully merited by well-known 
public services, your Petitioners do hope, 
that, at a time Fike the 
hlonourable House will not sappose it pos- 
sible that they can be encured, especially 


prcacut, your 


may be iu proportion to the reduced state | doubled, t®at the Salaries of the Police 


| Justices have beeu greatly augmented, 
and thet a lke augmentation has ‘taken 
place in almost all other Salaries, and ij, 
'the pay and allowances ef an evormous 
| Military Statf Establishment, and that all 
these augmientations have been adopted 
upou the express ground of the augmen- 
tation which had taken place in the price 
of wages, in the price of all articles of 
dress, in the rents of houses and land, and 


when your Honourable House sees, on the 
one hand, the poor-honses crowded with 
paapers who have segn better days, the 
jails swarming with debtors whom no 
degree of care aud industry has been abie 
te save from rnin, whole millions of starv- 
ing creatures, who, when they open their 
eyes iu the morning, know wot where to 
find the means of breaking their fast ; and, 
when vour Honourable House, turning to 
the vther band, sees the Sineemrists, Pen- 
oMers and Grautees, shining with all 
the brithkancy of wealth, #id indulging in 
ali the enjoyments of luxury, each indi- 
vidual of some of whom Kaving, as your 
Petitioners are able to prove at the bar of 
sour Honourable House, received, annu- 
ally, more money out of the public ‘Taxes 
than would be sufficient fo maintain a 
thousand ef fie fainilies who largely con- 
tribute towards the paying of thove taxes; 
nor need your Petitioners remind your 
Honourable Hlouse that there are soine of’ 
those individuals, each of who his, 
within the bast thirty years, received from 
the aforesaid sonrce much more than half 
A million of principal money, and if your 
Petitioners were to sey nearly a million of 
money, their statement would only ap- 
proach nearer to the truth. 

10. With regard to Salaries, paid ont 
of the Public Money, your Petitioners 
beg leave humbty to ohserve, that they 
have oulyto refer your Honourable House 


ee eee 


to your own Journals, and to the Statute 
Book fer the space of the Jast ‘Pwents 


in the prices of all the necessaries of life; 


and therefore, now, that it is notorious 


that these latter have all been diminished 
in the degree of nearly one half, your Pe. 
titioners will not insult your Honourable 
iiouse by appearing fo suppose that you 
will refuse their humble request, that 
the above said salaries and pay may be 
iminediately reduced in the same degree. 

11. And, as to the interest on the an- 
nuities constituting the Funded Debt, 
your Petitioners, agreeing in opinion with 
a noble Earl of the otlier house of Parlia- 
ment, that the currency of the Country 
has been changed, thut the taxes, which 
were imposed in a currency of low value, 
ure now collected ia a currency of high 
value, beg leave to observe also, that the 
far greater part of the Debt, which wa 
contracted in a low currency, is new paid 
an interest for, by the, People, in a high 
currency, and that this, the greatest of all 
the causes of the Nation's ruin, has arigen 
from the stoppage of Cash payments a 
the Bank of England in the year 1797; % 
stoppage in breach of the Charter of the 
Bank Conipawy, in breach of all the Laws 
of Debtor and Creditor, tending only to 
the advantage of the Bank Company itself 
and solicited, and procured to be sane 
tioned, by that Company. Therefore 
your Petitioters most humbly pray, tht 
the rate of interast on the Funded Debt 
may be immediately reduced, in such 4 
degree that the fruit of the whole produc: 
tive labour of the Country may uo longer 


; . { . . , 
vears, in Order to afford your Honourable | be swallowed up by the dealers in Bank 





thouse ample eonvietion of the faet that 


; 


Paper, or, to adopt the words of a Peti- 
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tion, received by the House of@Commons 


from the ‘Towu of Leicester, at the tine of 
' the South Sea Bubble, your Petitioners 
most humbly implore your. Honoyrable 
| House, “that the Jast diop of the vation’s 


“ blood may not be poured out to be 
* licked up by the Cannibals of Chauge 
« Alley.” | 

12. When your petitioners retlect on 
the abhorrence iu which standing armies 


ju time of peace, were held by our ances- | 


tors, on the language of our statutes aud 
jaw books upon this subject, ou the boast 
at all former times put forward by the 
eulogists of our government, that 2 stand- 
ing soldier, a barrack, a fortress, was un- 
kuown to our laws; wheu we reflect that 
the first thing inthe shape of a soldier, in 
time of peace, that was kuown in Lug- 
land, were the tweuty or thirty men, pro- 
perly called yeomen of the guard, and 
who are more commonly known by the 
name of beef-eaters; when we reftect that 
even these have not been known for much 
more than two hundred years; whes we 
reflect on the namerous ayes of happiness 
and renown, legal, naval, aud military, 
which Nuglaud enjoyed before that period, 
and which she has since enjoved with 
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| unless it could be supposed, as we are sure 
| that your homourable Louse wall not sup- 
| pose, that Englishmen will, in the Jong 
| run, be induced to Fild from motives of 
fear that which they are nof ta be mduced 
| to yield from nibtives of love to their king, 
and of veneration for the laws. 
| 13. That, with regard,to a Reform in 
| your hovourable House, your Petitioners 





| bave too much respect for the lawsavhich 
! are passed by yout honcurable House, 
| aud which your petitioners .are bound te 
obey, to enter into particulars as to the 
mode in which seats iu your hanourable 
House are obtained, and, apon that point 
they ouly beg leave to refer your houour- 
able House to the transactions recorded on 
its own Journals, especially of the year 
1809; but your, Petitioners, withoat any 
desire to aggravate past and notorious des 
currences, and with a coufideut hope of 





seeing the cause of such occurrences for 
ever removed, proceed humbly to prav, 
that a Reform may be adopted, upen the 
principles of a Bill presented to the House 
of Lords, by the late Duke of Kichwond, 
more than thirty years ago, which Biit 
proposed Annual Parliaments and Uni- 
versal Suffrage. ‘That your petitioners 


ho other army than that of the heef-eaters ; | humbly request leave to represent to your 
when we reflect on these things, we wil] | honourable [louse, that they can discover 
not affect to doubt that your honourable | nothing novel, wild,.or impracticable, in 
House will have fully participated with us | the duration of Parliaments and éxteut of 
in the extreme pain which we have Jong | Suffrage, for which they here humbly 
fll, at seeiug a regular standing army be-| pray, because your petitioners mu-t 
coming by degrees a settled branch of the | have misunderstood the plaia words af 


iystem of goverument in this country 3 and, 
therefore, your petitioners beg leave to be 
permitted toassure your honourable House, 
that your h@uourable Hlouse cau do no- 
thing more consoling to their hearts, more 


cheering to their hopes, than the mea- 


Mires weich they trust your honourable 
House will speedily adopt for greatly re- 
wicing an establishment, which seems to 
My, that the Goverument cannot safely 
onfide iu the People, and which, by as- 
uutnug the air of neuace, inevitably 
uds to excite resentment, and to pro- 
uce violence, eonfusion, aud bloodshed ; 





‘the ancient laws of the laud, if annu |} 


Parliaments be not agreeable to the very 
letter as well as to the spirit of those laws, 
aud because it is a well-known maxim of 
the Constitution, and expressly declared 
in those Laws, that no man shall be taxed 
without his own consent; and, as every 
man now pays taxes to the amoupt of a 
large portion of his wages, your petition- 
ers humbly presume to conclude, that any 
man, whe has attained the age of twenty- 
one years, is, agreeably te the abo: e 
maxims and laws, entitled to have a yvoire 
in the choosing of those, who pass laws te 
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impose taxes upon him; because, if de- 
prived of such voice, it appears to the 
plain understandings of your petitioners, 
that he must be taxed, if taxed at all, 
without his own consent.—That, as to the 
ebjection, founded on the supposed im- 
practicability of taking an election, in 
which every ‘man of twenty-one years 
should have a véte, your petitioners can 
hardly believe, that your honeurable 
House will not, at once, perceive its fufi- 
lity, if your honourable House will be 


pleased to consider, with what scrupulous | 


Letrer ro rere Peorpre or Hampsutne. 





exactness the Jaws passed by vour honour- 
able House have caused the names, ages, 
residences, and private circumstances of 


country to be ascertained, enrolled, pro- 
claimed in’ the several parishes, and offi- 
vially recorded, under the Militia and 
Taxing Regulations; and, whiJe your pe- 
titioners are convinced that your bouour- 
able House can have no argumeuts sub- 


the whole of the male inhabitants of this | 
| 


mitted to vou sufficient to prove, that it is | 


less practicable to ascertain simply the 
age and places of residence of the people, 
than sit isto ascertain those two facts with 
the addition of all the dther various and 


ever-varying contingenctes of marriage, | 


number of children, parochial settlement, 
previous service, pecuniary means, hodily 
ailments, and the like, required to he as- 
certained by the laws and regulations for 


calling mén forth to serve in the Militia, 
and Local Militia, your petitioners have | 


teo high an opinion of the justice of your 
honourable House to believe, that your 
honourable House would-wish that any 


of those persons, who are thus liable to | 


be called forth, at any moment, to risk 
their lives in defence of the country 
should he excluded from all'share in the 
choosing of the persons who are to make 
Jaws for the governing of that cowitry; 
aid, should avy one be so little inindful 
of the credit-due to the character of your 
honourable House as to suggest to your 
hononrable House that any part of your 
humble. petitioners are. persons who have 
wothing to dese, your petitioners beg leave 


» 
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to express their confidence that your ho. 
nourable House will not fail severely to 
rebuke those calumniators of the peopl, 
by reminding them, that the people were 
not told that they had nothing to lose at 
the time when they were called forth in. 
to military service, and to submit fo al 
the rigour of military law, and military 
discipline, in order to securé the indepen. 
dence, and defend the property, of the 
country. ! 

14. That, there is scarcely a may 
amongst your Petitioners, who has not to 
lament the loss of a father, a son, an uncle, 
a cousin, or some beloved friend, bronglit 
to an untimely death by the late Tong and 
bloody wars; and your Petitioners, though 
they have hearts to feel for these Tosses, 
have, nevertheless, submitted to them, as 
well as to their other uumerous privations, 
sorrows and sufferings, with the most ey. 
emplary patience and fortitude, on cons- 
derations connected with a persuasion 
that such sacrifices were necessary to the 
safety and honour of their Country ; but, 
when they hear persons bold enough to 


impute the present complaints aud pray- 


ers of your Petitioners to the instigation 
of designing and evil-minded men, to per- 
verseness or brutal ignorance in your peti- 
tioners, or to motives other than those, 
which your petitioners sincerely feel and 
explicitly state, your petitioners are iu- 
duced humbly.to hope and to pray, that 
your honourable Flouse will be pleased to 
coudescend to hecome the organ of a Joud 
and decided expression of the indignation 
of your petitioners at such opprobrious, 
unjust, cruel and cowardly imputations. 
And your Petitioners shal] ever pray. 


(Signed) Joun Gounsmrrh, Chairman 
Ww. Consett, Mover. 
Ricuar bd HinxMan, Seconder. 


And by about four or five thousand 
others, of wham Lord Cochrane's name 
stood at the head. 


.. Here, then, my honest, industrious, 
and good-tempered - Countrymen; 
here is what was DONE upon the 
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memorable tetith of February, 1817. 
Mt was against going to hear ¢his that 
the people of the Country were cau- 
tioned by some, at least, of the Magis- 
trates ; 1° was to prevent the riots and 
ether acts, expected to proceed from 
thes that troops were called out, that 
special constables were sworn in, and 
that yeomanry cavairy were brought 
near the spet, in one dircetion, from 
so far a distance as Farnham on the 
ekirts of Surrey, my own native to cn! 
In proceeding towards London after 
the Meeting was over, I met, at Forn- 
dean, with a company of Yeomanry 
Cavalry, who appeared to be very 
merry. and one of whom eordially 
shaking me by the hand, told me that 
they were townsmen of mine, and that 
while they were on Purbrook Heath, 
doring the middle of the day, they 
had heard the shouts from Portsdown 
Hill. They showed us a 6cé/-cart- 
vidge, with a good deal of merriment, 
and a gentleman, who was with me, 
wishing to carry it off and to preserve 
tas a choice memorial, 
so get hold of it, but breught away 
only the dull; this he twiste d off from 
the powder, | which remained at the 
disposal of my townsimen, whe ap- 
peared, in point of satisfaction at the 
result of the day's adventures not to 
yield to ourselves. At Petersfield, 
svht miles further on, we found ano- 
ther detachment ‘of Yeomanry” Ca- 
valry, some of whom formed with the 
townspeople a group at the inn door, 
who gave ug three hearty cheerg at 
eur departure. . 
Alas! [t is not by ball-eartridges 
that the facts and argumenss of our 
Petition are to be cep troy ergcd, or 
answered. I would beg my towns- 
men, the yeomanry eavalry of Farn- 
ham,and especiatly the finé and frank 
young man, who so kindly took me 
hy the hand at Horndean,; and whose 
father and I were probably play mates; 
! would beg this young man atten- 
tively to read, and c: andidly to weigh, 
‘very part of our Petition; and, when 
he has done 80, seriouslv to ask him- 
ied, whether that Petition is to be on- 


endeavoured | 
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{ swered, or whether its principles are to 
be checked in their progress, by the 
influence of the fear of ball-cartridges, 
or by any other influence, except it 
be found that they will not stand the 
test of truth and of reason ! 

After so much had been said about 
the mischierous viewsand the weld pro- 
pects of the Reformers ; after so much 
had been said about the language ard 
the views of the Petitioners, in various 
parts of the kingdom: and, after so 
much had been said, and so much 
more had been insinuated, to Miisre- 
present my own particular views, | was 
naturally anxious, that the Petition 
from the County to which I belong, 
and in which it was my bounden duty 
to stand forward and to be a petitioner 
myself; f was, under these circum- 
stances, naturally anxious, that the 
Hlaimpeshire Petition should contain, 
not only a full statement of what ! 
deem thé grievances and the rights of 
the people, but also the reasons on 
which the prayers of the Petition 
were founded; and, to the utmost of 
my humble abilities, these two objects 
have been secured by this petrtion. 

With a mind always open to con- 
Viction, witha willingness always to 
discover my errors, and a readiness 
élways to acknowledge and to retract 
them, I shall very patiently listen to 
every thing, bearing the seniblance 
of reasonang or of fact, that any one 
has to state in answer to this petition; 
but, 1 will listen, neither will you 
listen, to no abuse vither of the peti- 
tion or of the petitioners. And, you 
will be as little disposed as I am to 
think, that the petition has been at 
all ansirered by Mr. Cuute (one of 


the County Members ¢saying, that the 


meeting was not a County Meeting. 
because it was nol called by the She- 
rij! The Sherif may call Count; 
Meetings if he pleases, and so may 
any body else. A Meeting is not less 
a County Meeting because not called 
by a person appuinted by the Crown. 
The Sheritf may, probs bly, call a 
meetine soon lo address the Prince Re- 





gent; and, whe do, f shall, of Tau 
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alive anil wer’, certainly be at that 
meeting; and, 


LETTER TO THE Peopte OF HAMPSHIRE. 


| have 
as it is, a subject of | sing any 


| 208 


uniformly avoided. expreg- 
wish to intermeddle With 


great importance, I do most anxiously the prerogatives of the Crown; they 
hope, that eyery men, who was on have called for no changes in the 


Portsdown Fill, on Monday last, will 
be at the Sheriff s Meeting. Noman 
ean. go further then Lam willing to go 
in expressing abhorrence at any un- 
lawful act. and especially at acts aim- 
ed againet the persen or the character 
of His Royal Highness; but, it 1s, at 
the same tume, be the utmost nupoit- 
vwpee, that the character of those. «ho 


best seek the safety of the throne, 


endeavouring to restore to the peo- 
ple their riguts and their happiness, 
should not have their characters as- 
Rete upon such occasions. ‘Lherefore 

a County Meeting should be cailed 
for this purpose, I do hope that we 
shall all flock to the spot, de zt where ut 
will; for, this is a matter, at this mo- 
ment, of as great conseyuence as the 
subject of our Petition, Indeed! am so 
well convinced of the propriety of the 
County’s Meeting upon this subject, 
I shail regard it as so great a shame 


for the County to be, sé/ent, that, if 
the Sherif do net call a Meeting very 


speedii y, end, indeed, if. I find that 
he has not dene itinthe next Sun- 
day's Cor inty Papers, I shall propose 
to some, other gentlemen to join mein 
a Req: HSition “to him with a view to 
thet ee lor, Hempshire-nien, 
though they yield to no part of their 
countrymen gn a love of diberty and 
in a dete runmut: on tu obtain, «y law- 
ful means, a redress of their eriey- 
ances, ent tertain no desire to see their 
sovereign ill. -thgated, and. will, | am 
very sure. cordially Jom in re pro- 
hating votonly the act itself, bit also 
the base and foul calunnies of place- 
hunters and factions writers like the 
for 
years. been dealing in such calumnies, 
to whch caloimmies, doubtless, we 
may fairly ascribe, in part at leest, 
tlie late disgracet i cutyages. The 
condvet of the Pariiamentary Re- 
focmers hos been marked by e ery 
fiature, which is the contrarv of 
juctivusness and disioyaity. ‘hey 














king’s servants; they have aimed no 
shafts against the character or con. 
duet of his Royal Highness, the 
Regent, or aguinstany ot his family, 
And indeed, it would be folly so to 
do, because it would be. doing just 
so. mueh to” 
their own ends, whichis to obtaina 
Parliament, in which they shall be 
fully and fairly represented ; 
they were to, mix this object up with 
any views as to the Crown and its 
prerogatives, they would justly be 
charged with a desire to make danove- 
tions. 

Besides, my friends, it is not the 
Prince Regent’s own expences; itis 
not the expences of any of his family, 


‘that press so heavily upen us. All 


ikeir exy ences might, 1 really think, 
be reasonably reduced at this time, 
and, I hope, they will be; but, we 
ought to be just, on we will be just, 
and that being our imtention as well 
as our duty, we should not suiler our- 
selves to be duped by those, who hold 
tlie Royal Family up as a sort of 
shield to protect themselves against 
the well-founded complaints of the 
people. 

‘The charges against the Reformers 
of being engaged in stirring up the 
perple to riué and bivodshed are fast 
dying away. ‘The greedy feeders on 
the nation’s labour, whe bave been 
endeavouring to array themselves, un- 
der the nae of Declarers against the 
peopte’s voice, will soon, I fancy, 
be giad to hide their heads. We have 
fairly beat them down, and overlaid 
thes with fact and argument. ‘Their 
falsehoods have been crammed back 
info their very throats. Another sad 
disturbsnee has, it seems, taken plate 
in Mea‘es ; but, not amongst Parlia- 
mentary eformers. No: but amongst 
poor unfortunate workmen, ina hall. 
starving state, for whom no employ- 
ment can be found, in whose bosom 
no hope has been excited by public 
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meetings, whose minds have not beeu 
sobered by the perusal of papers, in- 
culcating peace aud patience, and 
whose energies have not been directed 
toany rational ends Wilk wot dhzs 
fact tendito silence our calumoia‘tar ? 
Willthey still accuse the Reforners 
with thecriots that have taken place‘ 
Tieoplacards, issued wnder the name 
of the’ Magistrates in’ Hampshire, as- 
serted, rttwat ** riot amd bloodshel” had 


beast the =consequenwes of ** meetings 


peld tn other ‘places for sinrtliur pur- 
poses.” The Magistrates of Hamp- 
shire did not condeseend to say where 
those riots and that 'Oloodehed had 
taken’place. ‘Phe here and the when 
would have puzzled then in the = find- 
ing “ont. «Mr. Jertich, the Iron 
Founder, was, We are told, very ac- 
tive in his endeavours to prevent per- 
sons attending the Meeting; but, 
Mr. Jeccico’s reasons for thus oppo- 
sing our “* wild s@lemes” were not 
communicated tous. As it is proba- 
ble that they were very cogent, I will 


| endeavour to find them as seon as | 


can spare the time. 

The things we pray for are called 
innevations. The word itnnevation 
which merely means the introduction 
of something new, iS a very pretty 
word, though it enly serves as a blind 
on this occasion. ‘To make a dirty 
narruw street into a wide clean stree: 
isan innovation; but there is no ham 
in it. ‘I'o makean impassable lane 
into a turnpikeeroad is an innovation. 
So that an innovation may be a very 
good thing, though, as in the case 
of the enc osure and private appro- 
priation of the beautiful Forest of 
Bere, which has destroyed hundreds 
of thousands of growing oaks, withir 
a few miles of our greatest naval arse- 
nal, in order to make way for the 
growth of miserable crops of straw 
with little or no corn, an innovation 
may be a very bad thing. But, at any 
rate, we propose no innovations. We 
Propose nothing that has not been be- 
fore in our couutry. We propose 
annual parliaments, and thai every 
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man who pays taxes shall have a vote 
chodsing those who /ay the tuxes on 
us; and we are ready to prove 
that these are not new, but very old 
indeed. 

Bot, for the argument’s sake, if we 
did propose an innovation, [ should 
be glad to know what objection that 
would be to us, supposing, the propo- 
sition to be good in itself? Is every 
thing to go on undergoing changes ex- 
cept such changes as may fayour the 
pedple of England? To hear this ob- 
jection, especially in the House of 
Commoris, one would imagine, that 
our laws had never been changed since 
the island was first settled by a civi- 
lized people. Far different however 
is the fact, as a short list will shew. 


1.°There is now a law to Ucence print- 


ing presses, to punish men who make 
use of presses not licensed. Every 
Printer, Type-maker, and Press- 
maker is compelled, under a heavy 
penalty, to keep an account of all 
the authors and others who employ 
them, and to be ready to give evi- 
dence against them, if called upon. 
Is not this an innovation? 


to 


Every Printer is compelled to 
print his name and place of abode 
at the bottom of every thing that 
he prints; he is compelled to keep 
a copy, in order to its being pro- 
duced, if called fur; to the Secre- 
tary of State ; any publisher, 
printer, and proprietor of. a news. 
paper are compelled to go to a 
place called the Stamp Oifice, and 
there swear, that they are so, and 
they are also obliged to make oath 
to their several places of abode; 
and the publisher is ebliged to 
deposit one copy of every number 
of the paper in the, Stamp Office; 
where it is ready tobe: produced 
against a® the parties, at any time, 
in prosecutions for libel; so that 
the parties are thus compelled, 
under heavy penalties, to furnish, 
in case of prosecution, evidence 
aganisl themselves. 
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3. Special Jurves are also an innovati- 
on, ospecially in matters of a erimi- 
nal nature. A Special Jury consists 
of 48 men nominated and appointed 
by the Masier of the Crown-Offce, 
Of these 48 the man who is to be 
tried for a libel may strike off 12, 
while the Attorney General’s nan, 
or the Government prosecutor does 
the same, and the first 12 who came 
into the box out of the remaining 
24 make the Jury to try the cause. 
But, what is the use of this sériking 
off, when the master of the Crown- 
Office appoints the whole? Observe 
what a diiference here 1s. from the 
ease of a Common Jury, who con- 
sist ofa great number of men, cal- 
led together by the summonses of 
the Gonstabies from all parts of a 

County, all the names of whom are 
put into a box, and, when a man }8 


going to. be tried, the ballots sre | 


taken out promiscuously, and the 


frst twelve are the Jury to try the | 


“ase.  Elére the Officers of the 
Crown have no power of choosing ; 
but, in the other case, they huve the 
full power of nominating and ap- 


pointing the Jury ; ; that is to say, | 


‘out of all the men in Middlesex, tor 
imistanee, who are in the Sherifl’s 
Book, they may take, and do tke, 
- just the 48 winch they please and 
no other. And this is the sort of 
Jury. by which every man is tried, 
if he be. prosecuted hy the Attorney 
¢seneral. “And, you will bear ‘in 
mind, that Juries were intended to 
protect mens’ liyes and property 
against any undre bias that might 
exist in persons in authority, 


4, The stamping of new: rpapers, and, 
thereby, checking the circulation. of 
information as te matters connecte | 
with polities. 


5. The compelling of all publishers of 
pamphlets to earry a eopy of each 
and lodge it at a geveriment office, 
in order that the covernment may 
have it in its posser lO know v hat 
every men is ahont in this respect: 


im order that it may see what is 
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circulating amongst the people 
and, in order that it may know who 
to prosecute, if it thinks proper. 


6. The Attorney General’s powers are 


tremendous. He can, at any time, 
bring an. accusation against any 
body, by what is ealled an ew-officro 

information; ke can eompel the 
purty to plead; be can bring him 
to trial or he can put the trial off as 
long as he pleases, and may. keep a 
charge hanging over a man’s head 
during the whole life of such man. 
When he has brought the man into 
court, he cen stop the proceedings 
upon the spot; he can, go on with 
them; he can, im any stage of. the 
matter, forgixe the man by wiping 
away the: charge against him: He 
can, if two men publish the same 
thing, prosecute both, and. let. the 
one off without actually bringiag 
him to punishment, while he brings 
the ether to punishment, and this 
was actually done only about five or 
six years ago. After a man has even 
been convicted on an information 
of the Attorney-General, the lat, 
ter can even then let him off by 
not bringing him up for judy 
ment; or, he may let tae poor 
Wretch remain in a state of uneccr- 

tainty for years, and, after that, 

bring him up and have him pun- 
ished. He Inay commenee a prose. 
cution againet a man this year, as 
was done by the late Lerd Thur- 
lew against Mr. Horne Tocke, and 
never bring him to trial for years 
afterw neds. and never at all if he 
does not like it,---But, these pow- 
ers, though they ane all /nnovations 
on the Cphionen and Ancient Law 
ef the land, have received, of very 
late yeara; and in the Attorney 
Generalship of Sir Vieary Gibbs, a 

most dangerous Bdditien ; namely, 
the power of holding to barl, or 
sending lo prison in default of bail, 

the moment ap information ey, of 
cro is filed ; and, observe, that this 
may be done, ton,-and jt actually 
wis done by SirV ieary Gibbs 1 in the 
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the party to trial! He filed an ex- 
officio information against 2 man, 
he called the man up te give bail, 
the bail was not to be had, the 
man was ACTUALLY 
SONED, and he NEVER WAS 
BROUGHT TO TRIAL ON THE 
INFORMATION !-.---This _ terri- 
ble power has not existed more 
than about ef/ght or nine years.--- 
. Yet, our revilers and slanderers talk 
_ about the danger of our innovations, 
as they have the impudence to call 
them. But about the innovations 
that I am here talking of, they say 
-not a single word. 


7. In all informations, such as I have 
4. beeh speaking of, for what is called 

: Libels, that is to say, writings which 
the. Attorney Genera! le to 
prosecute men for, the charge 
against the accused was, formerly, 
that he had put ferth something 
FALSE, scandalous, and malici- 
ous; but, of Jate years, that is to 
say, within about tifty years, the 
word false has been left out ; so that, 
thoughthe pablication may be all 
true, it, nevertheless, according to 
this new practice, may be very 
criminal. 

All the above things, except some 
of the powers of the Attorney Gene- 
ral, are tnnovations of very modern 
date. Special. Juries, as applicable to 
criminal cases, are not more than ed 
about sixty or ‘seventy years standing 
and all the Licensing of Dresses od 
Stamping Laws, as far as relates to 
the press, are of not morethan twenty- 
five years standing, except a trifling 
part of the news-paper stamp. 


8. The whole of the Game Laus are 
an: innovation upon the Common 
and ancient law. of the Land ; many 
of them are of very hr ag date ; 
and that law, by which a man may 


be TRANSPORTED for being 


engaged in poaching, after a certain 
hour ru the evening’ and before a 
certain hour in the morning, was 


IMPRI- ' 





passed only last year /—Is not this | 
an innovation ? | 
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9, The whole of the Excise Laws are 
.an innovation upon the Common 


and ancient law of the Land, which 
held, ithat every mén’s house was 
his cantle, whereas these lawh ‘au- 
thorize officers to go into many 
persons’ houses at any- hour of the 
day or ‘of the night ; and, in some 
cases, theExcise Officers may actual- 
ly keep the keys of peoples premises ! 
And, though some of these Jaws are 
of more than a century standing, 
the far greater part of: them, -in- 
cluding the penalties of fine, impri- 
sonment, banishment; ‘and even 
death, are of modern date, and are 
a complete and most awful srme- 
vation. ' 


10. Paper-money and all the Jaws! re- 


lating to it, all the hanging laws for 


forgery, all the whole train of thie 


terrible system is an entire innora- 
tron; things wholly unknown a 
hundred and twenty years ago. 


1. The Debt, the Funds, the Stocks, 


and all thelaws relating to them, 
the mortgaging of the taxes; ‘all 
are an innovation. 


12. The Civil List is an innovation 


The kings of England maintained 
their splendour out of the produce 
of their own Royal Demains, such 
as the New Forest, &c. They had 
now-and-then grants from the peo- 
ple, but in the main, they lived 
upon their own revenues. It is ho: 
till very lately that this has been 
changed, and, in my opinion, to the 
great injury of the king and_his 
family, whose cstate has been taken 
by w hat is called “ the public,” bi ¢ 
of the produce of which estate I ean 
never discover that “ the public” 
receive any thing worth speaking 
of.—Is not this an tnnovation? 


13. The Police Justices and all the 


whole of that establishment is an 
innovation. England was, until the 
tine of Pitt, too happy to need an 
establishment of this sort. Ord:: 
nary Justices of the Peace, Gentle- 
men of the Counties, Constables, 
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degrée of power. 


Tything-men, Mayors, Aldermen, 
Railitis, Beadies. These were quite 
saficient, without resorting toa £o- 
tise, the very sound of which word 
was hateful to English ears, because 
it was well known to be a dark and 
inexorable instrument of tyranny in 
¥rance and other despotic coun- 
tries—About twenty-three years 
ago our Police was’ established ; 
that ts to say, Justices were hired 
at a salary, and Officers hired tu 


serve under them ata salary. These | 


Justices may be turned off and de- 
prived of their salaries whenever 
the Crown is advised to turn them 
off. They have not only the power 
to take up and commit thieves and 
robbers and murderers, but to /- } 
cense pcblic-houses, to refuse licences 
to public-houses without cause as- 
signed, tg impose fines under the 
Excise Laws, Game Laws, Stamp- 
Laws, Hawker’s Act, and, in short, 
to do every thing that the ordinary 
Justiges af the Peace may do; and, 
as théy are'very numerous, and are 
enabled to act as Justices of the 
Peace throughout the Counties of 
Middlesex, Surrey, Kent, andissex, 
the y have in fact, a‘most monstrous 
They can and 
do ait at the Quarter Sessions in 


af these Counties, and, ot Course, 


ahey possess mere power in alithese 


* Counties than can reasonably be 


expected to be possessed by all the 
Genileiien in the same counties, 
‘who serve as Justices of the 

eace without Salaries.—Here is an 
fayeration, if peopie want to find 
innovations to cry out agamst!— || 
the necessity of the times; if the 
Vast iflerease of the Metropolis; // 
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these require a set of Thief-takers 
by profession, and persons to’ be 
paid Sa/arics to exercise certain 
powers of Magistrates, surely it 
cannot be necessary, that. these 
same persons should have the power 
of licensing and refusing, to license 
public-houses, that they shduld 
have cognizance of cases under 
the Excisé-Laws, the Stamp-Lams, 
and the Poor-Laws.—It is, said, 
in the news-papers, that these 
powers are going to be taken from 
them by actiof parhament; ‘but, as 
the thing now stands, this alone is 
an innovation of most fearful mag- 
nitude and most terrible effect. 





eee 


14. I could make this dozen’ of mno- 
vations inte twenty Dozen;> but, at 
present I will stop with the Bank 
of England and its Cash Stoppage. 
The Bank itself (the greatest evil 
that this or any other nation ever 
experienced ) is only one htmdred 
and twenty years old; and we Re- 
formers ask for nothing that Is not 
five times as old. But the Cash 
Stoppage is the thing, and that Js 
only twenty years old, come the 27th 
of this very month of February.--- 
The bank had always, put forth 

| notes, which were puyadle to the 
bearer, on demand, in Gold. er Nil. 
ver. But, in Feoruary, 1797, when 
people began: to.ike Gold.and Sil- 
ver better than ‘the notes of. the 
Bank, they’ went to the Bank tw 
get their money. ‘The. Bank Com- 

_ pany, that is to say, the Governor, 
Directors and the other | persons 
who had put:forth the Bank notes, 

+ found that they had not wherewith 

to pay their notes. They were 

very hard run, and they applied te 
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the Minister, Mr. Pitt, to inform 
him that they were in alarm for the 
safety of their concern.—In short, 
they refused to pay thrir notes on 
the 27th of February, having ob- 


tained an Order in Council to do so | 
—* Well,” you will say, ** but the | 
“holders of the notes sued them | 
No. | 
| transaction was, and also ememgh ta 
| make good the allegations contained 


“‘ for payment, did they not?’ 
faith ! for an act of parliament was 
soon afterwards passed to protect 
the Bank Company against all such 
suits of their creditors, and to screen 


them from the effects of their having | 


vielated the law!—This protection 
and this screening has been carried 
on, by divers acts of parliament 


from that day to this; and, though | 


it is written upen every Bank note, 
that the Bank will pay so much or 
so much to the bearer on demand, 
it does not mean that it will pay 
bim one single shilling in Go/d or in 
Silver, but that it will give another 


note, or other notes, in exchange !--- | 


Fepruary 15, 1817. 


{2 a 


|and usages of the country bas ever 
been objected to with success wpes 
that yround ? The whole history of 
the Bauk Stoppage will be contained 


in my little book (the first nombee of 





hip 
' 


, 

| dens great Sinecure. should hawe been 
j 

} 


which will be published next week) 
called PAPER AGAINST GOLD; 
but, [ have here given enough of fxet te 
show what the natere of that memerable 


the eleventh paragragh ef our 
| petition. 
It is very curious, that the swremder, 


‘or, rather, the dropping of Lend Cam- 


announced directly after the presenting 
of the Hampshire Petition. I da net 
| mean to say, that one was pr ottuaaa hy 
the other; but, certainly the «orender 
has been produced by the petitiomsef the 
people. However, it is an cbohitiem of 
| all Sinecures and all pensioas and grants, 
not fully merited by well knowm public 
services; this is what we pray for; and, 








And, (yet hear it, oh, Englishmen ') | I am fully persuaded, that (hin 1S woay 


when you ask for a Reform of the 
Commons’, or People’s, House of 
Parliament, you are called wild, 
visionary, misguided, and, above all 
things, you are called énnovators / 


Now, then, without going any fur- 
ther, what have the corrupt to say? 
Will they say, that these are nof 


innovations ? Will they say, that | 


we shall very soon see take place. 

Inthe meanwhile | hope we shall nat 
slacken in our efferts. Nothing thar a 
radical Reform of the parlianvemt cam, 
am convinced, save our -cownttry fram 





utter roln 


Tn pursuing ‘this object, it 


| is necessary, that our Petitions lee im de 
| corous language, in order that hase wh» 
| qua, 

present them may meet wi'h:no obstaele 
} 


in doing it. And, I advise my Contry 


rime and a change of circumstances | eM to have nothing to do with amy 
| | ae ) 
have rendered those innovations ne- | Political Clubs, any secret Chal, any 


cessary ? And, if they say this, why 


| Correspondencies ; but to trust tw inde= 


: Lk : . 
do they cry out against us for propos- | vidual exertions and open meetings. Te 


ing what they call an innovation ? 


For, if we were to allow it to be an | 
innoation, why should our proposal | There are very worthy and zealous mem, 


| speaking of the #2anpden Chu lately, 


[ cou!d only mean the ene iin London. 


be rejected upon that ground, seeing belonging to such Clubs; ‘but, Of shad 


i : ' ‘d 
that no other alteration. of the laws | P& Very difficult to’he mate thcliewe,, the 
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their conecrn.—In short, thev-re- 
lused te pay their notes on the 27th 
of February, havmg obtained au 
Order in Council to do. so. 
“Weil,” you will say, “ but the 
‘‘ holders of the notes sued them 
“for pavinent, did they not?” No, 
faith! for an act of parliament 
wus soon afterwards pussed to pre- 
tect the Bank Company avainst,all 
such suits of ther ereditors, an 
to screen them from the eflects of 
their having violated the law !— 
This protection and this screening 

has been carried on, by divers acts 

of parliament from that day to 
this; and, though it ts written upon 
every Bank note, that the Bank 
will pay so much or so much to the 
bearer on demand, it ddes not mean 
that it will pay him one single shul- 
ling in Gold or m Silver, bat that 
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it will give another note, cr other 
notes, mexchange! And, yet,(hear | 
OWE Bi ee iia | 
it, oh, Englishmen!) when you ask | 
for a Reform of the Cormmons’, or | 
Peoples’, Honse of Parliament, vou 
are cailed = wild, visionary, mis- | 
snided, and, above all things, vou 
are called innovators ! 
Now, then, without going anv fur- | 
ther, what have the corrupt to say? 
Will they say, that these are not inno- 
vations? Will they say, that time 
and a change of circumstances have 
rendered these innovations necessary ? 
And, if they say this, why do they ery 
out against us for proposing what they 
call 2a innovation? For, if we were 
to allow it to be an innovation, why 
showd our proposal be rejected upon 
that ground, seeing that no other 
alteration of the laws and usages of 
the country has ever been objected to 
with success upon that ground ? The 
whole history of the Bank Stoppage 
will be contained in my Little Book 
(the first nnmber of which will be pub- 
lished next week called PAPER 
AGAINST GOLD): but, I have 
here given enouch of fact to show 
what the nature of thot memorab!e 
transaction was, and also enough to 
make good the allecations contained 
in the eleventh paragraph of our peti- 
ticn. 
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It is very curious, that the sur- 
render, or, rather, the dropping of Lord 
Camden's great Sieccxre, should have 
been announced directly after the pre- 
senting of the Hampshire Petition. f 
‘o not mean to say, that one was pro- 
duced by the other; but, certainly the 
surrender has been produced by the 
petitions of the people. Lowever, it 
is an ahelition of all Sinecures and all 
pensions and grants, not fully merited 
by well-known public services; this ts 
what we pray for; and I am fully per- 
suaded, that this is what we shall very 
soon sce take place. 

In the meanwhile T hope we shall 
not slacken in our efforts. Nothing 


| but a radical Reform of the parliament 


ean, Tam convinced, save our country 
from utter ruin. In pursuing this ob- 
ject, it is necessary, that our Petitions 
be in decorous lanquage, in order that 
those who present thein may micet 
with no obstacle in doing it. And, 
advise my countrymen to have no- 
thing to do with any Political Clubs, 
any secret Cabals, any Corresponden- 
cies ; but to trust to individual erer- 
tious and open meetings. In speaking 


| of the Hampden Club lately, 1 could 


only mean the one in London. There 


j are very worthy and very zealous 


men, belonging to such Clubs; but, 
[ shall be very diflicult to be made 
believe, that they are thus employing 
themselves in the best and most effec- 
tual way. ‘ 
If those who differ from us would 
treat us fairly; if they woulg differ 
from us like friends, we should bear 
with their opposition with patience ; 
but, the far greafer part of them treat 
us like dogs; their words seem to say, 
that they would kick us, ‘if they 
could. As a wide contrast with the 
Iunvuaze of these men, let me beg 
your attention to a passage of the 
speech, delivered last night by Earl 
Gresvenor, iu the House of Lords :— 
‘On the fourth point, that of Parlia- 


«mentary Reform, he would also ex- 
“ plicitly state his opinion--he had 
ee 


always been led to think that the 
‘¢Jast plan proposed to Parliament by 
“that distinguished character, whe 
had rendered so much service to his 
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221] FEBRU 
“ «country, the late Mr. Pitt, 
‘that might be adopted with creat 
‘“‘ benefit to the country; and, if a 
Bill, containing a plan of that de- 
‘* scription should reach that House, 
it would have his support. With 
regard, however, to Universal Suf- 
frage, he would not be so uneivil as 
to call it universal nonsense, but be 
would call it aniversal impractica- 
bility; and in regard to Axaual 
‘ Parliaments, which some thought 
most constitutional, he had never so 
‘* read the constitution; lie had always 
considered, indeed, the annual hold- 
ing of Parliaments necessary to 
the preservation of the Constitu- 
tion, but not an annual dissolu- 
tion and re-election of them. But 
because he dillered with others on 
that subject, was he therefore (as 
‘ was well expressed by a Noble Per- 
son on a former evening, in a most 
eloquent aad convincing speech) 
to wish to see those with whom he 
differed, imprisoned and gibbeted, 
hung, drawn and quartered? Was 
he to wish to see a Judge Jefferies, 
or one acting in the spirit and 
power of a Judge Jefferies, placed 


. 
n 


- 
n 


‘ 


a. 


‘ 


ca 


‘ 


- 


‘ 


‘ 


ee 


€ 


n 


6 


n~ 


“* committing a legal murder on these 


people? For instance, should ke 
wish to see Major Cartwright, 
whom he understood to be a most 
respectable person, because he 
entertained such contrary senti- 
ments, and’ endeavoured to pro- 
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should he wish to see his mouth 
closed, not by argument and fair 
‘ discussion, but by the bloody hands 
of an executioner?—The thought 
‘was shocking, monstrous and dia- 
bolical, In regard to Triennial 
Parliaments, how ever, he must 
fairly own, that since he turned his 
thoughts of_Jate more particularly 
to the subject, from the anxiety 
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those topics, he has satisfied himself 
they were more constitutional than 
septennial ones; and, indeed, he 
‘must in truth say, that he consider- 
“‘ ed the Septennial Act a direct in- 
“¢ fringement on the Constitution, and 
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on the Bench, for the purpose of 


pervading all ranks of people on 


vARY 15, 1S17. 


was one | 
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<< @ violation of the 
“of the people. Indeed he thought, 
‘if justifiable at all, it Gould only be 
‘‘so from the danger of the times; 
the danger of a disputed succession ; 
and that as that danger passed away, 
it of wecessity fell to the ground: 

The Act repealed itself, and ought 

‘ not to remain in the Statute Book. 
Therefore he would not shrink trom 
‘ declaring that it might possibly fall 
to his lot to introduce a motion on 
this subject, thonght it was more 
likely he would be anticipated by 
the introduction of it into the other 
House of Parliament, to which these 
subjects more pastions ly belong. 
As the fortitude of the people had 
been great under their difficulties 
and privations, and sullerings, sohad 
their conduct tn all places, where 
mectings jor retrenchment and re- 
form had been held, been most exem- 
plary ; and, indeed, it was remark- 
able and even surprising that it 
should have been so, cousidering the 
‘great numbers that have been 
sembled in various places, and the 
warmth that naturally arises in 
‘large bodies when assembled from 
various quarters to discuss matters, 
where grievances are felt, this was 
at least no symptom of disaffection, 
and he trusted from such patient 
‘discussion much good would arise. 

The great anxiety he felt for the 
genuine characteristic purity and 
excellence of the British Constitu- 
tion made him earnest in impressing 
‘these points on their Lordships’ 
notice ; and he sincerely hoped that 
the splendour of this bright political 
luminary, that had been partially 
dimmed hy the mists of error and 
abuse, would be allowed, ere long, 
to re-assume its ancient dignity and 
glory !!? 

This i is language such as becomes an 
English nobleman to make use of to- 
wards the English people. I differ 
from his lordship: but, it is with 
great and ungrudging respect that L 
differ from him. I th?nk, that, when 
his Lordship has read the Hampshire 
Petition, he will hesitate before he 
again declares Universal Suffrage to 
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he impracticable. 
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But, at any rate, { There is one man, near Bursledon, on 


this is friendly and conciliating lan-| the Titchfield side, who, I was in- 
guage; it is such as we must pay at-| formed, told the people about him, 


tention to, and hear with respect. 


His Lordship leaves the door open | 


for discussion and reconciliation. He | 
does not draw himself up into an 
hostile position and set us at defiance. 

He himself declares, that Septennial 
Parliaments are a direct infringement 
on the Constitution, and a violation 
of the rights and liberties of the people. 





Weil, then, the present parliament is a 
Septennial Parliament, and it follows, 
of course, that the rights and liberties 
of the people are now violated. His 
jordship says, that the Septennial Act 
(which I will explain to you another 
time) repealed itself, and ought not to 
remain on the Statute Book. If this 
be so, ought we to be abused in the 
manner we have been, for complaining 
of the thing us it stands ? 

His lordship has all our thanks for 
his manly justification of our conduct 
at the numerous public meetings; and, 
what a blow does his lordship give te 
our calumniators! What an answer 
does this give to those, who were post- 
ing up Bills to caution the people of 
Hampshire against going to the Coun- 
ty Meeting, and who, in those Bills, 
told the people, that riot and blood- 
shed had been produced by such meet- 
ipgs in other places? You will bear 
this in mind, my friends and neigh- 
bours. You see, that there are No- 
blemen, who, though they differ from 
us in opinion on some points, will, 
nevertheless, not consent to hear us 
abused and vilified, and will not sit in 
silence while any thing shall be done 
to stifle our voices, as long as we act 
in strict obedience to the laws. How 
foolish the busy bodies in Hampshire, 
and particularly about Farnham and 
Droxford, must look, when they read 
this speesh of Lond GROSVENOR! 





that, if any of them got hurt by going 


to the meeting on Portsdown, he would 
take care they should have no relief 
from the parish. This was pretty im- 
pudent; but, before it be long, you 
may have some particulars about that 
man, and some others also. If they 
are resolved to belie and persecute 
the people, it shall go hard but we will 
find the means of facing them. Give 
us, according to our old English 
maxim, ‘* @ clear stage, and fair 
“ play,” and then, if we are beaten, 
we will put up with it quietly? but, if 
our enenuies will insist upon our fight- 
ing foul, they will have better Juck 
than any persecutors of Englishmen 
ever had before, if they have not 
cause to repent it in the end. 


I remain, my worthy countrymen, 
Your friend, 
Ww. CoBBETT. 





P. S. Those persons in Hampshire, 
who were not at the County Meeting, 
and who may wish to send up Peti- 
tions from their several Towns and 
Villages gnay forward them to. me, 
either at Botley or in London, and I 
will take care, that they shall be for- 
warded to Lord Cochrane to be pre- 
sented. Our County Petition is a 
very good mode], only it muy be 
made much shorter, by taking only 
its first, the eighth, aud the four- 
teenth, paragraphs. Those eontain 
the sudstance of what the County 
prayed for.—A petition may be on 
parchment, or on paper; and, if 
more than one sheet of parchment, 
or of paper, be necessary, the sheets 
may be pasted, or sewed, together. 
Petitions should be rolled and xot 
jolded. ' 
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